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2023 Education & Training Summit
taking shape

AIRMAIL '23AIRMAIL '23Florida Airports CouncilFlorida Airports Council

Save the Date for the E & T Summit, coming to Melbourne Orlando

Intl. Airport April 11-13, 2023. The MLB Team and Executive

Director/FAC Past President (2012) Greg Donovan A.A.E. is excited

to greet us! FAC’s Corporate, Environmental, Facilities, IT, Noise,

Operations, Security and Training committees will be hosting. This

event will feature important statewide discussions that are or will

impact our business operations and will include field training in

specific areas of our business. 

Sessions include:

A session hosted by the Florida Dept. of Transportation

outlining the Advanced Air Mobility Study with an

overview of the process, working group recommendations

and next steps,

Basic Airfield Electrical and Safety Training including field

training, hosted by the Facilities Committee, 

Trusted Agent training, including a coordinated tour of

the MLB badging operation hosted by the Securities

Committee,

Post Ian Sustainability Progress Report, Wildlife Hazard

classroom and field training sessions, and a PFAS update

hosted by the Environmental Committee,

And much more….

Event information, including FAC delegate/sponsor and

hotel registration information will be posted soon. Get

involved on a committee and let us know what other

topics you would like to focus on. Go to the FAC website,

Members Only page, then Committees and learn more.

https://www.floridaairports.org/


Gun seizures at Florida airports up ‘approximately’ 26%
higher than 2021, according to the TSA
The U.S. Transportation Security Administration is going through its end the of year security and travel

numbers, and while not completely verified, new data shows how things changed from 2021 to 2022.

AROUND THE STATEAROUND THE STATE
Source:   Tampa News5

In mid-December, the TSA reported that there had already been 815 guns seized from

passenger carry-on bags at federalized Florida airports. Compared to the year before,

the number had gone up significantly. 666 guns were seized in 2021. Now past the last

two busy holiday travel weekends of the year, TSA is running through data from the

nearly 440 federalized airports in the U.S. Preliminary numbers show that compared to

2021, the number of guns seized from passenger carry-ons had risen roughly 26%. 

Welcome our newest Team Member, Jasmine Gerena!

Keep Reading...

February 6-8, 2023 | Tallahassee, FL

FAC PREPARES FOR THE 2023FAC PREPARES FOR THE 2023FAC PREPARES FOR THE 2023
STATE LEGISLATIVE SESSIONSTATE LEGISLATIVE SESSIONSTATE LEGISLATIVE SESSION
The State Affairs Committee has begun the critical planning for the 2023 Legislative Session and

our February Fly-in. The agenda includes a dedicated day on the Hill, February 7th, to meet with

key committees and House and Senate Leaders followed by a reception to regroup and de-brief.

Click here for the FAC webpage and registration information & sponsorship opportunities. 

Jasmine Gerena has joined the best team in Florida (FAC) her words. She comes to FAC as

our new Administrative Assistant, with more than 18 years of experience in the customer

service industry. Prior to joining FAC, Jasmine held a leadership position with an expense

management company located in Casselberry, FL. Jasmine will assist with member support,

the Membership Directory, the Education Foundation and day-to-day FAC operations.

Aside from learning how to best assist the FAC team, she enjoys delving deeper into her faith, history, and cooking. Placing

importance on taking time to care for herself and her family while still being part of the workforce has been a huge

blessing. We are thrilled to have you as a part of our team!

The preliminary total for firearms intercepted at Florida airports is “approximately 840 guns…a 26% increase in

passengers bringing guns” to the federal airport checkpoints, according to a TSA spokesperson.

Airport and Corporate Member Sponsors – Thank you for your continued support! 



https://www.wkrg.com/state-regional/florida/gun-seizures-at-florida-airports-up-approximately-26-higher-than-2021-tsa-says/
https://meetingmanager.floridaairports.org/documents/211_12_13_2022_FAC%202023%20Leg%20%20Fly-in%20Flyer_Final.pdf


FDOT’s AAM team hosted the second of four important working group meetings at MCO on December 1, 2022. The

working group, made up of representatives of state and municipal planning and transportation groups, aviation and

airport organizations, manufacturing entities and universities, met to discuss issues and concerns brought forward

during the first group meeting at TPA on November 3, 2022.

AROUND THE STATEAROUND THE STATE

In November, discussion revolved around AAM industry critical components and

definitions, trends and timelines likely for aircraft/infrastructure development,

including considerations for existing airport facilities and aviation

infrastructure, and the dentification of activities & challenges faced by airports,

local governments, state agencies & industry regarding AAM integration.

FDOT's AAM Working Group remains engaged

Meeting number 3 of the working group will take place in West Palm Beach, hosted by PBIA on February 2, 2023.

FDOT AAM materials can be found here. Contact Airport Planning Manager Nick Harwell at

nick.harwell@dot.state.fl.us or 850.414.4510 if you have any questions.

                                        The AAAE Airport Consortium on Customer Trust (ACT) Program, comprised of

innovative airport leaders and aviation industry experts, is making available new, in-depth analysis examining

the operational impact of Advanced Air Mobility on airports of all sizes and future considerations to fully

capitalize on this emerging technology. The ACT Working Group on AAM includes members from airports and

representation from the electric Vertical Take-Off and Landing (eVTOL) industry. This new research evaluated

airport locations as case studies and addressed airspace, operations, airport land availability, electrical

capacity, and lease considerations. eVTOL manufacturers expect their products to be less expensive to

operate than helicopters and have a smaller noise footprint. With demand for these vehicles expected to be

high, Fortune 100 companies and major air carriers have placed advance orders for eVTOLS. Airports are

analyzing how to prepare for this future technology at scale, working closely with the ACT Program.

Small break-out group sessions allowed liberal discussion and dialogue among attendees. December’s meeting focus

picked up on these themes and facilitated deeper discussion of critical elements and necessary steps of AAM

integration including public outreach and community engagement, equity, airspace & safety, infrastructure & zoning.

Small group discussions also addressed potential legislative actions the FDOT and State may address moving forward.

Click Here for the latest AAAE/ACT research.

Governor DeSantis Delivers Inaugural
Address, Sets Priorities for Second Term

Governor Ron DeSantis delivered his second inaugural address

from the steps of the Florida Historic Capitol in Tallahassee on

Tuesday January 3rd. In his address to Floridians, Governor

DeSantis highlighted the progress that Florida has made to

improve the lives of its residents as a result of his administration

priorities, including guaranteeing access to high-quality

education, creating a robust economy that continues to grow

faster than the nation’s, providing access to resources for those

recovering from hurricanes, and investing record funding into the

Everglades and Florida’s critical water resources. 

In concluding his speech, Governor DeSantis reaffirmed his commitment to ensuring our state remains the

Free State of Florida and set priorities for his second term in office. You can find a full transcript of his

second inaugural address HERE.  

Speaking of AAM...

mailto:nick.harwell@dot.state.fl.us
https://www.volpe.dot.gov/our-work/advanced-air-mobility-our-experience
https://www.volpe.dot.gov/our-work/advanced-air-mobility-our-experience
https://www.flgov.com/2023/01/03/governor-desantis-delivers-inaugural-address-sets-priorities-for-second-term/
https://www.flgov.com/2023/01/03/governor-desantis-delivers-inaugural-address-sets-priorities-for-second-term/


AROUND THE NATIONAROUND THE NATION

As Congress wraps up the FY23 budget process and with it closes the book on

2022 and the 117th Congress, we want to say thank you for your continued

strong support -- especially our Federal Affairs Members. The positive results

that we are able to report on with the final budget agreement and throughout

this year are a testament to the engagement and involvement we continue to

have from across the airport community. We are grateful for the partnership

and look forward to working together in 2023 to advance airport priorities in

the upcoming FAA reauthorization process, the annual appropriations cycle, and

on the regulatory and security fronts. The operating environment in Washington

promises to be more difficult with divided government, but we remain optimistic

about our ability to achieve positive results with your help and engagement.

Final FY23 Spending Package signed by President Biden 

The final package includes a number of wins for airports, including nearly

$4 billion in funding for “regular” AIP funding ($3.35 billion) and 

Source:   AAAE

After a long and arduous appropriations cycle – and almost three full

months into the fiscal year – the House joined the Senate in approving

H.R. 2617, the final fiscal year 2023 omnibus spending package that

funds the federal government through September of next year. The

measure was approved in the House and signed by the President.

FAA’s Deputy Associate Administrator for Airports Winsome Lenfert has

notified FAA staff that she will step down from her position by the end of

this month and transition to a new career that will allow her to be closer to

family. Lenfert has served in the deputy associate administrator role since

February 2017, where she has helped oversee programs related to airport

safety and inspections, and standards for airport design, construction and

operations at FAA’s Office of Airports. No temporary or permanent

replacement has been named yet. Winsome has been a staunch supporter of

aviation and has participated in many FAC forums and conference. Thank

you Winsome for your service to Florida Airports! 

News from our partners at the FAA...

supplemental AIP discretionary spending ($558.6 million); increased funding for the Contract Tower Program;

inclusion of the CONTRACT Act; and funding for the TSA LEO reimbursement program and TSA exit lane

staffing. A full list of airport priorities and how they are addressed in the final package can be viewed in our

previous Airport Alert. Notably, between the FY23 funding bill and the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, there is

nearly $8 billion in funding available to airports in this fiscal year for important projects. As Congress wraps

up the FY23 budget process and with it closes the book on 2022 and the 117th Congress, we want to say thank

you for your continued strong support -- especially our Federal Affairs Members. 



AROUND THE NATIONAROUND THE NATION

Assuming the reports are accurate, Washington’s nomination will be resubmitted to the Senate, where it will

first need to be considered by the Senate Commerce Committee. Filling the agency’s top post will likely be a

priority for the committee as it gears up to begin debate on the next FAA Reauthorization bill.

Phil Washington to be re-nominated for FAA Administrator 
With lawmakers back on Tuesday to begin the 118th

Congress, the Washington news cycle is back in full swing and

several media outlets, including Bloomberg, are reporting that

President Biden intends to renominate Phil Washington, CEO

of Denver International Airport (DEN), to serve as

Administrator of the FAA. FAA's Associate Administrator for

Aviation Safety (AVS) Billy Nolen has been serving in an

acting capacity atop the agency since the departure of former

Administrator Steve Dickson in March of last year. 

The FAA released on December 28 the notice of funding opportunity (NOFO)

that outlines how airports can apply for a share of approximately $268.7

million in fiscal year 2022 (FY22) supplemental discretionary grant funding,

which was made available by Congress in March through the FY22 omnibus

appropriations bill. In the NOFO, FAA outlines how airports can apply for a FY22

supplemental discretionary grant and how the agency will evaluate applications

and proposed projects. 

Regulatory Alert: FAA releases Notice of Funding
Opportunity for FY22 supplemental discretionary grants 

Since July 2021, Washington has run DEN, where he has overseen a nearly $2 billion capital investment

project. Prior to this, Washington had an extensive and diverse transportation-related career, including

serving as CEO of the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority and CEO of the Denver

Regional Transportation District. Originally from Chicago, he is a 24-year Army veteran and graduate of both

Columbia College Chicago and Webster University.

Source:   AAAE

Based on AAAE’s initial review, while FAA intends to use their regular AIP process for evaluating, rating, and

selecting proposed projects, the NOFO provides that the agency will also consider certain qualitative criteria

and prioritize environmental projects that reduce emissions or increase energy efficiency or reliability. It is

important to note that FAA expects airports to submit a new application—which conforms to the requirements

in the NOFO—even if the airport already applied for FY22 AIP discretionary funding earlier this year. 

The NOFO will be officially published in the Federal Register tomorrow, but you can

view a pre-publication version here. The agency has set Tuesday, January 31, 2023, at

5 p.m. ET, as the deadline for submitting applications. FAA did not indicate when the

agency expects to announce which projects have been selected for funding. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14Dynt9B2NTZP9tsmtZ70CKM8iXe2WdHN/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14Dynt9B2NTZP9tsmtZ70CKM8iXe2WdHN/view



 LOCATION DATE

FAC State Affairs 
Legislative Fly-In

Tallahassee,
Aloft Hotel

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

February 6-8, 2023

2023 NBAA Miami-Opa Locka
Regional Forum

Opa-Locka, FL
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

February 8, 2023

FAC Federal Affairs
Legislative Fly-In

Washington D.C.,
Hyatt Regency

Registration Opening Soon

March 22-23, 2023

2023 FAC Education
& Training Summit

Melbourne Orlando 
Intl. Airport

Registration Opening Feb. 2023

April 11-13, 2023

2023 FAC 54th Annual
Conference & Exposition

West Palm Beach, FL July 23-26, 2023

CONTACT US!CONTACT US!
Business Office
5802 Hoffner Ave., Ste. 708
Orlando, FL 32822
Phone: (407) 745-4161
admin@floridaairports.org

Governmental
Affairs Office
2713 Blair Stone Lane
Tallahassee, FL 32301
Phone: (850) 765-2122
Fax: (850) 22-7704

www.floridaairports.org

DATES TO REMEMBERDATES TO REMEMBER
Florida Airports CouncilFlorida Airports CouncilFlorida Airports Council

Please email lisa@floridaairports.org with any 
questions or calendar updates.

https://meetingmanager.floridaairports.org/documents/211_12_13_2022_FAC%202023%20Leg%20%20Fly-in%20Flyer_Final.pdf
https://nbaa.org/events/2023-nbaa-miami-opa-locka-regional-forum/registration-2023-nbaa-miami-opa-locka-regional-forum/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=informz&utm_campaign=opf2023&utm_content=XE23A011&utm_source=&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=
https://www.floridaairports.org/



