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Let’s Keep Florida’s  
Airports Soaring
As the statewide voice for aviation, the 
Florida Airports Council looks forward to 
serving as a strategic partner with state 
leaders as we navigate these challenges  
and advocate for issues that matter to 
Florida’s airports and the passengers 
they serve. Together, we can advance 
Florida’s all-important travel sector and 
strengthen the state’s economy.

Today, air travel numbers remain strong and our airports continue to serve as local hubs for tourism, 
business, and job creation. By embracing new technologies and innovation, Florida’s airports are 
streamlining the passenger experience, serving as a bridge between tens of millions of international 
and domestic visitors and the hometown businesses and communities here to welcome them.

Learn more at FloridaAirports.org

President and CEO
Florida Airports Council
407-745-4161
lisa@floridaairports.org

Lisa Waters
KEEPING FLORIDA’S  
 AIRPORTS SOARING

Florida Airport Domestic Travel Passenger Counts

8,000,000

4,000,000

2,000,000

6,000,000

0
2020 2021 2022

Domestic Passengers per Month 
Major Florida Airports 

M
on

th
ly

 P
as

se
ng

er
s



Aviation Work Program State Funding
FAC SUPPORTS state funding for airport development that is equal to or above what FDOT proposed in its 
Tentative Work Plan for 2023/24. These funds are critical for airports across the state as they plan, build, and 
maintain aviation facilities – all while creating jobs and generating a strong return on investment.

Aviation Fuel Taxes
FAC OPPOSES any further reductions to the state aviation fuel tax. Now more than ever, this revenue source 
is critically important and helps support our state’s increasing capital and development needs. Florida’s 
airports must be able to count on stable, reliable aviation revenue sources sufficient to meet the heightened 
needs of passengers.

PFAS Exemption
FAC SUPPORTS an exemption from the costs associated with any investigation, third-party claim, or 
remediation efforts regarding PFAS, a type of man-made chemicals used in firefighting foam — which the 
FAA requires airports to use for aircraft rescue and firefighting operations.

Advanced Air Mobility
FAC SUPPORTS legislation that provides clarity regarding the use of vertiports to meet the needs of 
Florida’s passengers and cargo services. Such legislation should prioritize safety, comply with federal 
aviation guidelines, and allow airports to properly manage and monitor these activities.

Ridesharing and Peer-to-Peer Rental Car Legislation
FAC SUPPORTS legislation that allows each of Florida’s airports to properly monitor and manage 
transportation network company and peer-to-peer car rental sharing transactions at airports, which helps 
maintain a range of safe and reliable transportation options for travelers.

Ad Valorem Tax Exemptions for Airport Leases
FAC SUPPORTS legislation that makes it clear that ad valorem tax exemptions apply to airport leases, both 
public and private, when the leased property is used toward a public purpose. While clarifying existing law, 
this legislation does not change the current tax status of any airport areas.

Maintaining Transparency, Reducing Unnecessary Bureaucracy
FAC SUPPORTS greater flexibility regarding procurement thresholds for commodities and contractual services, 
while maintaining strong transparency standards. This added flexibility will help reduce overlapping policies at 
the state and local levels and streamline government functions by removing certain bureaucratic burdens.

Florida Tourism Marketing
Recognizing the fact that approximately half of all visitors to Florida arrived by air, FAC SUPPORTS the continued 
funding of Enterprise Florida and Visit Florida, which are vital to the sustainability of tourism and its economic 
contribution to the state’s economy.

Reduction of Tax on Aircraft Sales and Leases
FAC SUPPORTS the reduction of the state’s tax on the sale or lease of aircraft. The state continues to lose long- 
term revenue from the aviation industry as buyers take delivery of aircraft in neighboring states to avoid Florida’s 
burdensome sales tax. 

Florida remains an international destination for travel and commerce, and 
Florida’s airports are proud to play an important role in supporting our state’s 
thriving economy. From the individual up to the state level, everyone benefits from 
Florida’s 129 public airports and the global connections and economic value each 
one provides. Florida’s airports are an economic engine – the aviation industry 
generates $175 billion in economic activity and supports 1.4 million jobs. 

To keep achieving great heights and meeting the needs of tomorrow’s business 
environment, Florida’s airports must continue to be developed, improved, and 
expanded.
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