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AIRMAIL '22

FAC Member News, Trends & Developments within the World of Aviation

A Letter from FAC's Chairman of the
Board, Kerry Keith
Dear Members of the Florida Airports Council,
In the last two years we have seen dramatic changes to our industry,
both ups and downs, emerging from the lows of Covid to a revitalized
Commercial and General Aviation industry. As we continue to see
improvements in our industry, there are still many challenges ahead both
at the State and Federal level. With the successes of the last legislative
session there were also missed opportunities. Going forward, we will
need the support and participation of all member airports to
successfully navigate the upcoming legislative sessions.
On the federal level there are multiple issues to be addressed:
FAA Reauthorization of 2023
Airport Improvement Plan funding at no less than the current level
TSA and CBP funding to improve passenger facilitation
PFAS cleanup issues and liability
5G deployment and Aviation Safety

On the State level:
Ad Valorem Tax Clarification
FDOT funding levels
PFAS cleanup issues and liability
Transportation Network Companies fee regulations
Advanced Air Mobility
Aircraft Sales and Lease Tax repeal

Internally, your Board continues to strive to improve the services
provided to our FAC members and future FAC leaders to include
improved financial stability of the organization, improved services to our
members, support for the Education Foundation, and increased
involvement of our members in our committees. The challenges of the
continuing recovery of the aviation industry, and the changes to aviation
technology, will require constant vigilance and input on our part to
ensure a growing, thriving, and safe aviation industry long into the
future. Thank you for your support and the opportunity to serve you.
Please contact me, or the members of your Board, or FAC staff with any
questions, concerns, or requests for help.
Regards,
Kerry Keith
2023 FAC Chair
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As we move into the recovery stage of Hurricane Ian,
I would like to encourage everyone, organizations &
individuals, to please reach out to affected airports and
neighbors to offer help & support. This is a difficult time for
many, and even the smallest effort can make a difference.
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Congrats!
SCOTT
KOHUT

Board of Directors
Announcement
2023 Executive Officers & Board of Directors

Deputy Director

A Nominating Committee was formed by Chairman
Roy in accordance with our Constitution & By-Laws.
They met virtually on July 19th to review 2023
executive committee and director nominations. The
committee prepared a slate of officers and directors
and presented it to the membership for
consideration at the general membership meeting on
Monday, August 1st. The following members were
confirmed at the August 3rd general membership
meeting and will serve as your 2023 FAC Executive
Officers and Board of Directors:

Boca Raton Airport

Scott Kohut, Deputy Director,
Boca

Raton

Airport

is

FAC’s

newest Director. Scott takes the
vacated seat of Chad Rosenstein,
PGD,

newly

appointed

Secretary/Treasurer.

Scott

has

been active in FAC for more than
20-years, and has participated on
the State Affairs, Legal and GA
Committees. He has served over

Executive Officers:
Kerry Keith, Naples Airport, Chairman of the Board
Karen Feaster, Daytona Beach Intl. Airport,
Vice Chairman of the Board
Chad Rosenstein, Punta Gorda Airport,
Secretary-Treasurer
Roy Sieger, Flagler Executive Airport, Immediate Past
Chairman/Education Foundation President
Directors:
Mark Cervasio, Venice Municipal Airport
James Furiosi, Lee County Port Authority
Rufus James, Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport
Michael Nonnenmacher, Broward County Aviation
Department
James Parish, Punta Gorda Airport
Todd Cox, AVCON, representing corporate members
Scott Knight, HCAA
Welcome new Director, Scott Kohut, Boca Raton
Airport
Due to the tragic and unexpected passing of Todd Cox in
August, the Corporate Committee appointed Sierra LaPore,
Corporate Committee Vice-Chair to take over for Todd.

the last 3 years as chair of the GA
Committee. Scott is a graduate of
the

Florida

Institute

of

Technology, with a B.S. degree in
Aviation Management with Flight.
Congratulations,

Scott

and

welcome aboard!

FAC'S 2023 EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
& BOARD OF DIRECTORS

AROUND THE STATE
SRQ & Breeze Airways celebrate
a new flight from New York
Champagne was tossed in the air Wednesday at the
Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport as it celebrated
yet another Breeze Airway inaugural flight. The flight
through Breeze Airways, which has been only operating
flight services since May 2021, brought in more than 90
passengers from White Plains, New York. It was
celebrated with a water cannon salute and a Champagne
christening.
“It’s absolute joy every time we open up a new destination
and get happy guests coming off the flight,” says Brian
McCormick, the director of airport operations. A firsttime Breeze passenger even told McCormick “He can’t
wait to fly with us again. He was just impressed.”
Breeze began taking off from SRQ, the airport’s call
letters, in June with flight service to Hartford,
Connecticut. By August, it had announced an expansion
with this newest flight to White Plains, which is in
Westchester County.
The flight was scheduled to head back to Westchester
County about 30 minutes after the inaugural flight
touched down. SRQ is currently served by 11 airlines with
service to 53 nonstop destinations. The airport, which is
about three times the size it was in 2018, is currently in
the midst of a $72 million project to keep up with the
growing number of passengers. It’s expected to provide
enough stretch to support nearly five million passengers
annually with a new ground-based boarding facility and
five new gates. Breeze Airways snuck in just in time.
“We feel that we got in at the right time,” McCormick says.
“This airport and community has been very supportive of us.
So we’re excited to be here and grow.”

AROUND THE STATE
Miami runway race raises $30k for Breast Cancer Charity
For only the second time, runners instead of planes took off
on the north runway at Miami International Airport on
October 29 for the MIA Runway 5K Flight 2022, all with the
goal of fundraising for the American Cancer Society’s
Making Strides Against Breast Cancer (MSABC) campaign.
The event, which drew more than 2,500 participants,
followed the inaugural MIA race in October 2020 and the
first Runway 5K at Miami-Opa locka Executive Airport
(OPF) in March 2022.
This year’s 5K Series at MIA and OPF is expected to raise a
combined total of over $30,000 for the MSABC campaign
from participant registration fees and event sponsorships.
Next year’s 5K Series will expand to three races, with
Miami Executive Airport in south Miami-Dade joining MIA
and OPF as race locations.

While
Miami-Dade
County
mayor,
Daniella Levine Cava, noted: “Cancer is a
disease that has impacted all of us in one
way or another, whether personally or
through a family member, friend, or
colleague. I am so proud of all our Runway
5K participants and our Miami-Dade
County employees who literally made
strides against breast cancer today, in many
different ways.”
Sponsors and supporters included host
sponsor American Airlines, aviation
partners
Catalina
Aerospace
Corporation, Atlantic Aviation, Signature
Flight Support, Spirit Airlines, LATAM
Airlines, Silver Lining Inflight Services
and TYLin.

“It was an honor and a privilege for us to host two races this
year as part of our first Runway 5K Series to do our part in the
fight against breast cancer,” said Ralph Cutié, Miami-Dade
Aviation Department’s director and CEO.
“We appreciate every single person and organization who ran
or donated money and resources to make this year’s events a
success for those battling this deadly disease. We also hope
everyone enjoyed the unique opportunity to run on one of the
busiest airport runways in the country.”

PLANNING TO FLY?
YOU'LL NEED A REAL ID
For years, the government has warned travelers they will need a security-enhanced Real ID
to board domestic flights, and for years the requirement has been delayed. Now they mean it.
It’s a change nearly 20 years in the making: a post-Sept. 11 law requiring that U.S. travelers
carry more than a standard driver’s license to board a domestic flight. Now, after years of
delays, it is finally kicking into gear.
Beginning May 3, 2023, U.S. travelers flying within the United States will need to show
Transportation Security Administration agents either a security-enhanced driver’s license
that’s Real ID-compliant or another T.S.A.-approved form of identification like a passport. A
state driver’s license that does not contain the Real ID seal will no longer be accepted.
Read More…

AROUND THE STATE
Virgin Atlantic launches first ‘eco’
flight from London to Florida amid
promise of ‘guilt-free travel’
Source: Evening Standard
Virgin Atlantic has launched the first direct flight between
London and Florida using the “greenest plane in the skies”.
The inaugural flight to Tampa departed from Heathrow at
8am on Tuesday and is due to arrive at Tampa International
Airport 10 hours later, 2pm local time. An Airbus A330neo –
nicknamed Billie Holiday – was used for the flight. Virgin is
the first UK airline to fly the aircraft, which is described as
“one of the quietest and most fuel efficient in the sky”.
Virgin Atlantic chief executive Shai Weiss said the A330neo
planes paved the way to “guilt-free travel”. Prior to a band
called The Wandering Hands providing live in-flight
entertainment, Mr. Weiss told the Evening Standard: “To get
to a place where there is guilt-free travel is exactly where all of
us need to get to. The number one thing airlines need to do is fly
the youngest fleet in the sky. This reduces carbon emissions
considerably. We are flying in a brand new A330-900neo, from
Airbus. The plane it replaces, the A330, which is a good one, is
11% less efficient."

“Over the last decade we have reduced our
carbon emissions by 36%, despite flying 6%
more. We are calling on other airlines to do
the same – investing in having the youngest
fleet in the sky. Our fleet is [on average]
seven years old. Our closest competitor is
about 13 years old. We are all on the road to
net-zero flying by 2050.”
Virgin first used the A330neo aircraft last
month on its route between Heathrow &
Boston. It will take delivery of thee of the
aircraft this year and plans to have 16 in
use by 2026. On November 10, Miami will
become its third destination on which the
A330neo is used.

Virgin regards Florida as its “heartland”
and, by the end of November, will fly daily
to Tampa, twice a day to Miami and up to
four times a day to Orlando. Virgin is the
only airline to fly directly between
Heathrow and Tampa. It will provide more
than 190,000 seats a year on the route.
The A330neo also includes an improved
upper-class area and more “social space”,
including a “retreat suite” plus its fastestever Wi-Fi and connectivity.
The retreat suite consists of two suites at
the front of the cabin. Each suite has an
ottoman that doubles up as an extra seat,
meaning up to four people can dine, chat,
watch a film or play games in their own
private space. Virgin regards the A330neo
as crucial to it operating the “cleanest
fleet in the sky”. Also stating its planes
will be “next generation” by 2027.
It says the planes are designed to be 11%
more fuel and carbon efficient than the
A330-300 aircraft they are replacing, due
to more fuel-efficient engines. The planes
also deliver a 50% reduction in airport
noise contour.

AROUND THE NATION
DIA plans rolling “invitation to developers” for 16,000
available airport acres
Source: The Denver Post
Denver International Airport is planning a new
approach when it comes to landing development on
airport property.
Senior Assistant City Attorney David Steinberger
told a Denver City Council committee last month
that the airport hopes to implement a “rolling
request for offers” to build on land that isn’t needed
for aviation purposes.
DIA’s land holdings comprise approximately 34,000
acres, but only 18,000 of that is considered “core
aviation land,” where terminals, runways and other
facilities already sit or are slated to be added in the
future. That leaves 16,000 acres of “non-aviation
land,” which includes property on the outskirts of the
runways as well as land on both sides of Pena
Boulevard leading up to the airport.

“What we’re really trying to do is create a formal
process for developers in the area to reach out to the
DEN real estate group with proposed land uses and
land development at the airport,” he said. “As opposed
to just one-offs of unsolicited offers, this creates a
process for those developers.” “There’s no termination
date, and it’s basically an invitation to developers,”
Steinberger added.

Up to this point, DIA has issued
requests
seeking
proposals
for
specific plots of land it would like to
see developed. One was issued
earlier this year, for instance, for 26
acres around the Final Approach
retail center and cell phone lot.
Steinberger said that the rolling
request for offers would allow
developers to propose a
project on any nonaviation land
at any time.

The airport will lease, not sell, anywhere from half
an acre to 150 acres at a time, Steinberger said.
Submitted offers would be screened and
potentially progress to a signing of a letter of
intent and a draft negotiated lease, which would
then need to be approved by the council. One form
of development, Steinberger said, won’t make it
pass the screening phase.
Read more…

AROUND THE NATION
Autonomous vehicles begin service to/from
Phoenix Sky Harbor International

Phoenix Sky Harbor International has become the
first airport in the world to offer travelers the
ability to take a paid-trip autonomous vehicle as a
means of transportation to and from the airport.
Beginning November 3rd, operator Waymo is
offering its trusted tester participants the ability to
take autonomous rides to and from downtown
Phoenix and Sky Harbor 24 hours, seven days a
week, in Waymo’s fully electric Jaguar I-PACE.
Current trips are offered with an autonomous
specialist in the driver’s seat. In the future, the
specialist will be removed from the vehicle and the
ability to hail rides will begin to open to the general
public. Pick-ups and drop-offs occur at the 44th
Street PHX Sky Train station where travelers can
hop on the free train direct to the terminals.

In May, Waymo began trips between the train
station and downtown Phoenix using its
employees as passengers. Waymo notes that
operating at an airport offers “opportunity for
exciting technical advancement, including unique
opportunities to train … perception capabilities;
serving pedestrians carrying different types of
luggage; and learning different types of driving
behaviors of other road users that are unique to the
airport.”
Phoenix Mayor Kate Gallego adds that “the future
of travel is here and Waymo One service to Phoenix
Sky Harbor … marks our city’s commitment to
innovation and technological advancements that
will impact the world.”
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AIRPORT MEMBERS
Interested in hosting the 2024 55th Annual FAC Conference & Expo?
This is the largest event of the year for the Council, and is always well attended. Hosting over 700 delegates
representing airports, state and federal agencies and aviation businesses, FAC's annual conference also
brings notable economic impacts to the hosting area due to the expenditures of participants for hotel
accommodations, dining and entertainment, and corporate events planned during the week of the event.
(For example, the estimated economic impact of FAC's 50th Annual Conference in July 2019, using an Economic
Impact Calculator (EIC) developed by the Destination Marketing Association, Inc. valued the total economic impact
for the event at $1.3 million!) Occupied hotel room nights for the four-day event are forecast at over 1,500.
Contact Lisa@floridaairports.org if you’re interested.
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DATES TO REMEBER
LOCATION

DATE

FAC/FDOT Webinar - Florida
Aviation System Plan (FASP) 2043

Online Registration
CLICK HERE

November 17, 2022
2:00pm - 3:30pm

CFASPP Statewide

Tampa Intl. Airport,
SkyCenter

December 8, 2022

FAC Webinar - DEF Training for
Florida Airports

Online Registration
CLICK HERE

December 16, 2022

FAC State Affairs
Legislative Fly-In

Tallahassee,
Aloft Hotel
Registration Opening Soon

February 6-8, 2023

2023 54th Annual FAC
Conference & Exposition

West Palm Beach, Florida

July 23-26, 2023

FAC Federal Affairs
Legislative Fly-In

Washington D.C.,
Hyatt Regency
Registration Opening Soon

March 20-21, 2023

Please email lisa@floridaairports.org with any questions or calendar updates

CONTACT US!
Business Office

www.floridaairports.org

5802 Hoffner Ave., Ste. 708
Orlando, FL 32822
Phone: (407) 745-4161
admin@floridaairports.org

Governmental
Affairs Office
2713 Blair Stone Lane
Tallahassee, FL 32301
Phone: (850) 765-2122
Fax: (850) 22-7704
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HAPPY VETERANS DAY!
Friday, November 11, 2022

TROPICAL STORM NICOLE
The FAC business office may be affected by the upcoming tropical storm,
Nicole. As a precaution, office hours will be limited on Wednesday,
November 9 - Thursday, November 10, 2022. Should you need immediate
assistance during this time, or are unable to reach us, please contact Lisa
Waters directly at Lisa@floridaairports.org. Thank you for your understanding.

CONTACT US!

STAY SAFE!

Business Office

www.floridaairports.org

5802 Hoffner Ave., Ste. 708
Orlando, FL 32822
Phone: (407) 745-4161
admin@floridaairports.org

Governmental
Affairs Office
2713 Blair Stone Lane
Tallahassee, FL 32301
Phone: (850) 765-2122
Fax: (850) 22-7704

