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 Aviation Development Grant Program at $314,536,592.
 $249,713,420 for Aviation
 $64,823,172 for Spaceports

Of particular interest, the Legislature’s Budget Conference took up the House tax
package, HB 7071, including some last-minute additions to the traditional list of sales
tax holidays and tax cuts. FAC has actively opposed any further repeal of the aviation
fuel tax the entire legislative session and is pleased to report that the repeal was not
included in HB 7071 or any other legislative measure. A number of line item
appropriations for airports were also included. The Governor has the option to veto
any or all of these appropriations:
 From

EDUCATION
FOUNDATION

 EF raffle/auction

FY 2023 budget includes the following budget breakdown:

10
11
12

12

the
funds
in
Specific
Appropriation
22A,
$5.5M
in
nonrecurring funds is provided to
the School District of Manatee
County for the Aviation Maintenance
Technician School at SRQ (HB 3243)
(Senate Form 2063).

 Clewiston

Water
System
Infrastructure
Improvements
to
Serve the Airglades Airport Project
(HB 4437) (Senate Form 1277 $4M.

 Brooksville Tampa Bay Regional –

Runway Rehabilitation (HB 4961)
(Senate Form 2333) $2M.
 Brooksville Tampa Bay Regional and

Technology Center Multi-Modal
Project (HB 9001)(Senate Form 1193)
$2.9M.
 City

of
Wauchula
Municipal
Improvements (Senate Form 2555)
$2.5M.

 Crystal River Runway Extension and
1

Environmental Assessment (HB 4987)
(Senate Form 1704) $7.1M.
 DeFuniak Springs Expansion Project

(HB 9453)(Senate Form 2495) $1M.
 Gulf County Airport Infrastructure

(HB
9331)(Senate
$975,000.

Formn1964)

 SRQ

Terminal
Expansion
and
Baggage Improvements (HB 9445)
$21.5M.

 Zephyrhills

Improvements (Senate
Form 2307) $6.6M.

 Charlotte County Aviation Technician

Facility (HB 9111)(Senate Form 2062)
3M.
 Spring

Lake/Sebring Area Fire
Rescue Station (HB 4781) (Senate
Form 2501) 3M.

 Northwest Florida State College

Aviation Center of Excellence (HB
4555) (Senate Form 1160) 500,000.
Click here for a 2022 legislative recap
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FXE celebrates 75 years!
On March 12, 2022, the Fort Lauderdale Executive (FXE) Airport celebrated its 75th Anniversary (1947 –
2022) in conjunction with the annual Achievements in Community Excellence (ACE) awards. The Fort
Lauderdale Executive Airport (FXE) has a proud American history and has
grown from a Navy training facility, Naval Air Station (NAS) Fort
Lauderdale in 1941, and today is one of the busiest and economically
sustainable General Aviation Airports in the country.
The evening commenced with a reception hour and was followed by a
seated dinner, presentation of several special recognitions, the ACE
awards, and an honor to the past Airport Managers.
Lisa Holland, President of Sheltair Aviation was presented with a
Proclamation in recognition of Women of Aviation Worldwide week. Jerry
Holland, CEO and founder of Sheltair Aviation, was recognized for his
extraordinary accomplishments as an industry leader and for building a superior company based on
service, safety, integrity, efficiency, and quality.
The 2022 Distinguished Service Award was presented to Sheltair Aviation for constructing the state-ofthe-art Northside hangar complex that continues to support the business aviation community at the
Executive Airport. Sheltair’s Northside hangar complex is a market-driven response to demand that
provides flexibility for Executive Airport lessees.
The 2022 Green Champion Award was presented to Banyan Air Service for its exceptional effort and
commitment supporting green initiatives to reduce carbon emissions and reducing energy
consumption. On January 30, 2020, Banyan Air Service received and distributed its first delivery of over
7,300 gallons of sustainable aviation fuel at the Executive Airport.
The 2022 Special Recognition Award was presented to First Industrial Realty Trust, for their significant
investment to the Industrial Airpark, which builds value, creates jobs, and continues to drive economic
growth and support to the Airport community, the City of Fort Lauderdale, and our neighbors.
The Achievement in Community Excellence (ACE) Awards were established in 1998 to provide pilots and
aircraft operators with an incentive to fly quietly and neighborly. This award formally recognizes
individuals and businesses that make exceptional efforts to comply with the elements of the Airport’s
Noise Abatement Program throughout the year. The Achievement in Community Excellence (ACE)
Award was presented to Makers Air for their extraordinary outreach and engagement efforts enriching
the communities they serve in Fort Lauderdale and the Bahamas.
We also honored our past Airport Management staff with a recognition award (William R. Johnson,
William H. Crouch, Clara E. Bennett, Mark J. Cervasio) for their dedicated service to the City of Fort
Lauderdale and selfless contributions to the success of the Airport.
See the next page for photos from the event. Click here to view FXE’s Anniversary video!
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FXE’s 75th Anniversary Gala photos

Rufus James & Mark Cervasio

Rufus James, FXE Director & FAC Board Member

Group photo, FXE Gala

William (Bill) Johnson, Former FAC President

Mark Cervasio, FAC Board

Clara Bennett, Former FAC

Member

Chair (2010)

William (Bill) Crouch, Former

See more photos from this

FAC Chair (1992)

event by clicking here!
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AROUND THE STATE

With UK airline, Melbourne Orlando
International Airport welcomes first
transatlantic flight
(Source: clickorlando.com/news)

TUI’s passengers can choose vacation packages at
more than 100 Florida properties, including 20
Walt Disney World Resort hotels and five Universal
Studios Florida hotels:

toward Melbourne from the west, the  30% stay at a Disney property.
TUI Airways Boeing 787 Dreamliner slowly  30% stay on International Drive.
descended as a pack of photographers aimed their
 40% are split between Universal, 18 villa
lenses along Runway 9R-27L.
options and other areas of Orlando, including
Then the blue-and-white jumbo jet touched down
Lake Buena Vista.
at 4:43 p.m. Tuesday — making history as
Brevard County officials hope to “capture” TUI
Melbourne Orlando International Airport’s firstvisitors toward the tail end of their trips to spend
ever transatlantic flight — according to News 6
time — and money — here. The Space Coast
partner Florida Today.
Office of Tourism has earmarked $200,000 to
The inaugural plane brought TUI’s first batch of market Brevard to TUI’s customers.
European holiday passengers from Manchester,
What’s more, TUI’s British cruise line Marella
England, to the Space Coast. Long anticipated by
Cruises will debut at Port Canaveral next summer,
Brevard County officials, the vacation-package
offering voyages to New York; New Orleans;
company is projected to fly in 135,000 tourists this
Charleston, South Carolina; Key West; and the
year from seven cities in the U.K. “By coming into
Caribbean.
this location, all of the attractions over in Orlando
are going to be a big part of what they’re here for. MLB officials celebrated in similar fashion in
But we also know that beach time — and starting November when Allegiant launched nonstop
next year, cruise opportunities with the same flights to Nashville, Pittsburgh and Concord, North
company — are going to really add value to flying Carolina. Allegiant is Brevard’s first low-cost airline
into this airport,” said Greg Donovan, airport since Spirit canceled operations shortly after the
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.
executive director.

Lumbering

Each TUI flight will carry 300 to 345 passengers
from the U.K. to Melbourne. Airport officials expect
11 flights per week through May 1, when flights
will increase to 16 per week.
TUI’s other participating markets are London
Gatwick, Glasgow, Birmingham, Bristol, Doncaster
and Newcastle. Tuesday’s flight represented TUI’s
first flight to Central Florida since the beginning of
the COVID-19 pandemic. The European travel
conglomerate left Orlando Sanford International
Airport and entered a seven-year contract to
operate at Melbourne.
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Giant flamingo at Tampa International Airport already catching travelers'
attention
(Source: WTSP.com)

Tampa International Airport's giant flamingo installation is just about ready for its grand debut.
In the meantime, travelers will find an unfortunately decapitated bird gracing the space in front of the
main terminal's Shoppes at Bayshore. Airport officials say full completion of the project is set for late
April or early May.
The 21-foot art piece titled "HOME" is a floor-to-ceiling resin and fiberglass sculpture of a flamingo
dipping its head into the water by artist Matthew Mazzotta. Photos shared with 10 Tampa Bay recently
showed what appeared to be much of the installation already complete — the bird has its beak in
contact with the floor. What's missing is the feeling of being underwater.
Airport officials say it will take several weeks for the art installation to provide the full illusion as the
ceiling panels still need to be installed. Once completed, the project will be "for visitors to fully immerse
themselves in the flamingo’s habitat." Renderings of the final installation show the reflection of light
cast on the ceiling and floor to give such an experience.
The flamingo is sure to be a popular selfie spot as people are already taking pictures with it — and they
were seen doing so Thursday — even in its unfinished state.
"This, I think, is a reflection of the personality of Tampa. We're all about having fun and when you see
this huge flamingo in the middle of a terminal you can't help but smile," Tampa International Airport
CEO Joe Lopano said.
Plans for the sculpture's installation were first announced in March 2020 along with six other pieces as
part of the airport's public art program. The Hillsborough County Aviation Authority Board selected the
pieces from 734 local and international submissions. "I think we will find that HOME is aptly named as it
will evoke a sense of place for those that experience the artwork," Robin Nigh, the City of Tampa’s
manager of arts and cultural affairs and a member of TPA’s Public Art Committee said in March 2020.
"The artwork should provide a visual respite; a sense of home for returning travelers and a sense of
arrival for visitors. It is unique, quiet, beautiful, kitsch and fun all at once. HOME will carry the meaning
of what individuals bring to it, very much like one’s ‘real’ home."
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New nonstop flights to Vero Beach from Westchester County Airport
Elite Airways' new service will offer weekly flights from Westchester County Airport to Vero Beach
Regional Airport, starting next week.

Getting

away from it all is about to get a little bit easier for Westchester County snowbirds. Elite
Airways has announced the addition of nonstop flights to Vero Beach from Westchester County Airport
starting March 30.
The new service begins Wednesday, March 30 and flights will be offered weekly, with fares starting at
$299 each way. Early bird, value, premier, elite and first-class tickets are being sold.
Elite Airways already offers service from Westchester County Airport to Portland, Maine, Melbourne,
Florida and Sarasota, Florida. This latest announcement is part of a larger rollout of Elite Airways'
expanded schedule along the east coast and Florida as leisure air travel continues to rebound.
The President of Elite Airways, John Pearsall said Elite Airways is especially pleased to be back in Vero
Beach with nonstop service to Westchester County Airport.
"Vero Beach has been an integral part of our spring and summer expansion plans now that runway
rehabilitation at VRB is complete," Pearsall "We'd like to thank airport and city officials and the
community for their continued support as we look for additional opportunities to expand service at VRB
in the coming year."

AROUND THE NATION

U.S. Senate votes to overturn transit mask mandate; Biden vows veto
The U.S. Senate voted 57 to 40 March 15th to overturn a 13-month-old public health order requiring
masks on airplanes and other forms of public transportation, drawing a quick veto threat from
President Joe Biden.
Last week, the White House said it would extend the current COVID-19 mask requirements at airports,
train stations, ride share vehicles and other transit modes through April 18 but pledged a new review.
The order was set to expire on Friday. The mandate has drawn significant opposition from Republicans
who note that the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) said last week that 98% of
Americans live in places where it is safe to ditch indoor masks. Continued on next page...
DATES TO REMEMBER
Event

Location

Date

Resiliency 101 Webinar

Zoom

April 27, 2022 @ 10am-11:30am

Rules & Ethics Training for FL

Zoom

May 19, 2022 @ 10am-12pm

Orlando, FL

May 10-11, 2022

Orlando, FL

July 31-Aug. 3, 2022

Professional Engineers Webinar
ACI/ACC/AGC Airport Construction
Strategy Summit
2022 FAC Annual Conference &
Exposition
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Republican Senator Rand Paul, who led the repeal effort, said the vote "sent a message to unelected
government bureaucrats to stop the anti-science, nanny state requirement of travel mask mandates."
The CDC order said the mask mandate could help prevent the spread of COVID-19 in crowded transport
settings.
The repeal vote fell shy of the two-thirds majority that would be needed to override a Biden veto. The
White House said Tuesday "circumstances under which masks should be required in these settings
should be guided by science, not politics." Eight Democrats joined all but one Republican - Senator Mitt
Romney - in voting to reject the rule. Democratic Senator Tim Kaine said the vote was dangerous
because it would not only bar the existing CDC order but prevent the agency from imposing future
mask rules.
He noted the COVID upsurge in China and parts of Europe and asked what happens if the United States
faced a new variant. "Wouldn't we want the CDC to have the power immediately upon an upsurge of
COVID nationally to impose a mask requirement on transportation?" Kaine asked. Airlines and travel
groups have called for a repeal. The mask requirements have resulted in significant friction on U.S.
airplanes. The Federal Aviation Administration says since January 2021, there have been a record 6,800
unruly passenger incidents reported - and 70% involved masking rules.
The CDC transit order has been in place since soon after Biden took office in January 2021. His
predecessor Donald Trump had rejected it. Last month, the CDC said it would no longer require masks
on buses or vans operated by public or private school systems. Travelers are allowed to remove masks
briefly to eat or drink.

Senators reintroduce bipartisan bill to boost CBP staffing

(Source: ACINA)
U.S. Senators Gary Peters (D-MI) and John Cornyn (R-TX) announced the reintroduction of the Securing
America’s Ports of Entry Act, which would increase the authorized number of CBP officers by 600
annually to help the agency meet its current and future staffing needs. The bill also would provide
better information about CBP’s infrastructure needs at its ports-of-entry, as well as much needed
transparency and accountability regarding the agency’s increasing reliance on reimbursable services
agreements and temporary duty assignments to cover its system-wide staffing shortfalls. You can find
more information about the new bill here.

We encourage you to contact your senators and ask that they cosponsor this bill.

@flairports

@flairportscouncil
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Senate Passes Sens. Moran, Sinema Bill to Support Advanced Air Mobility
On March 24th, The U.S. Senate passed U.S. Senators Jerry Moran (Kan.) and Kyrsten Sinema’s
(Ariz.) bill that would facilitate collaboration between federal agencies and civil aviation industry leaders
when developing policies regarding advanced air mobility (AAM).
The Advanced Air Mobility (AAM) Coordination and Leadership Act would instruct the Secretary of the
U.S. Department of Transportation to lead a working group comprised of members from multiple
government agencies to engage and work with the civil aviation industry. The working group would
review policies and programs to help advance the maturation of AAM aircraft operations and create
recommendations regarding safety, security and federal investments necessary for the development of
AAM.
“American aviation is entering a new era of innovation and growth, and industry leaders should have a
seat at the table as the federal government creates programs to advance the development of this
technology and sets safety and operation standards,” said Sen. Moran. “Passing this legislation in the
Senate puts it one step closer to being signed into law and will help Kansas aviation leaders have a role
in developing policies designed to shape this new chapter in aviation.”
“Arizona leads the nation in aerospace innovation, and our bipartisan legislation creates jobs that
strengthen our national security and technological development,” said Sen. Sinema. “I’m proud to see
our bill pass the U.S. Senate and move one step closer to becoming law.”
“As Advanced Air Mobility continues to develop, it will be essential for federal government agencies and
departments to be coordinated and prepared to usher in this rapidly developing sector of aviation
which will facilitate additional transportation options, create jobs, spur economic activity and
competitiveness, advance environmental sustainability, foster further advancement in aerospace
technology and support emergency preparedness,” said Pete Bunce, president and CEO of General
Aviation Manufacturers Association (GAMA).
“We applaud the Senate for passing the Advanced Air Mobility Coordination and Leadership Act, which
has broad bipartisan and bicameral support. We are very appreciative of all the work of those that
championed the bill in the Senate, especially its sponsors, Senators Moran and Sinema.”
The Advanced Air Mobility (AAM) Coordination and Leadership Act will now be sent to the House of
Representatives for consideration.
This legislation received widespread support from Helicopter Association International (HAI), Vertical
Flight Society (VFS), Aerospace Industries Association (AIA), American Association of Airport Executives
(AAAE), National Business Aviation Association (NBAA), Airports Council International – North America,
Wichita State University and Spirit AeroSystems.
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EDUCATION FOUNDATION

Education Foundation donations for the Annual Conference are now open!
The Florida Airports Council Education Foundation welcomes you to participate in our yearly donation
drive to collect silent auction and raffle items to be used at the 2022 Annual Conference & Exposition.
The proceeds from the auction/raffle helps to provide aviation students in Florida scholarships and
support airports with grants for student interns. Since 1990, The Education Foundation has awarded
$395,600 in scholarships to 156 aviation students and counting. This program continues to succeed
because of the support from members and friends of FAC. If you would like to donate an item like a gift
basket, tickets to an event, artwork, etc. or learn more about the Education Foundation’s efforts, please
click here to be directed to the Foundations page on our website. If you have any specific questions
about donations, please contact the Education Foundation Chairman, Ethan Croop;
etcroop@flylcpa.com, Co-Chair, Sierra LePore; slepore@vhb.com, or Vice Chair, Ramon Senorans;
RAMON.SENORANS@kissimmee.gov.

Take a sneak peak at this years Fun Run medal!

This

years Virtual Fun Run will be opening shortly. Help the

Education Foundation raise funds to be able to award internships and
scholarships to future aviation professionals. A huge thank you to
Flagler Executive Airport Director and FAC Chairman, Roy Sieger,
for designing and donating the 4th series medal for the race!
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Business & Employment Opportunities
Request for Proposals 22-33
Emergency Services Recovery & Repatriation
of Personal Items & Emergency Call Center
Services: Lee County Port Authority
For additional details click HERE
Request for Bids
Taxiway A Rehabilitation: Pensacola Intl. Airport
For additional details click HERE

Invitation to Bid PB 22-5
James L. Turnage Blvd. Bridge Repairs: Palm
Beach County Dept. of Airports
For additional details click HERE
Request for Bids

Request for Bids

Airport Office Building ImprovementsConstruction: Naples Airport Authority

PB 22-1 Miscellaneous Drainage
Repairs: Palm Beach International Airport

For additional details click HERE

For additional details click HERE

Invitation to Bid
Runway 5/23 Drainage and Safety
Improvements – Phase 3: Naples Airport
Authority
For additional details click HERE
Request for Qualifications
CMAR services for NRT upgrade: Naples
Airport Authority
For additional details click HERE

www.floridaairports.org

Business Office

Governmental Affairs Office

5802 Hoffner Ave., Suite 708

2713 Blair Stone Lane

Orlando, FL 32822

Tallahassee, FL 32301

Phone: (407) 745-4161

Phone: 850-765-2122

admin@floridaairports.org

Fax: (850) 224-7704
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Business & Employment Opportunities
Employment Opportunity
Airport Manager - Rental Car Center: Broward
County Aviation Department
To apply click HERE

Invitation to Bid
ARFF Class 4 Vehicle: Aerostar Airport Holdings,
LLC
For additional details click HERE

Employment Opportunity
Airside Operations Technician: Charlotte
County Airport Authority
To apply click HERE

Invitation to Bid
Security System Enhancements: Boca Raton
Airport Authority

Request for Bids

For additional details click HERE

Terminal Seating: Charlotte County Airport
Authority-Punta Gorda Airport
For additional details click HERE

Employment Opportunity
Assistant Airport Manager: City of New
Smyrna Beach
To apply click HERE

www.floridaairports.org

Business Office

Governmental Affairs Office

5802 Hoffner Ave., Suite 708

2713 Blair Stone Lane

Orlando, FL 32822

Tallahassee, FL 32301

Phone: (407) 745-4161

Phone: 850-765-2122

admin@floridaairports.org
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Business & Employment Opportunities
Request for Bids
BID-03-2022-QTA-1
Cell Phone Lot: Sarasota Manatee Airport
Authority
For additional details click HERE

Request for Bids
BID-05-2022-QTA-3
Tractor Trailer Lot and Boat & RV Storage
Lot: Sarasota Manatee Airport Authority
For additional details click HERE

Request for Bids
BID-02-2022-BHS
Checked Baggage Inspection System: Sarasota
Manatee Airport Authority
For additional details click HERE

The 2022 Advisor Book-Request your copy now!
The Advisor is a pocket-sized legislative guidebook! It is the

best source for the Florida
Legislature, providing a list of State Legislators along with contact information, committee
assignment, County delegations, districts maps, and more.
To request your copy of The Advisor at no cost (FAC Members
only) please email info@floridaairports.org with the following:
Name
• Company/Airport & Title
• Mailing Address
• Phone Number
*Please note: We have a limited quantity of books, so they will be
issued on a first come, first serve basis.
•

In addition to the guidebook, The E-Advisor is available on our
website under the Bulletin Board for FAC members. The EAdvisor is an Excel database that can be ordered to create
mailing labels and is updated as changes are made.

www.floridaairports.org

Business Office

Governmental Affairs Office

5802 Hoffner Ave., Suite 708

2713 Blair Stone Lane

Orlando, FL 32822

Tallahassee, FL 32301

Phone: (407) 745-4161

Phone: 850-765-2122

admin@floridaairports.org

Fax: (850) 224-7704
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