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More on the E & T Summit...

The FAC Committees have programmed a series of workshops and sessions on important topics:








Environmental Committee – PFAS Update, Airport Resiliency and Sustainability, and FL Stormwater
Update
Facilities Committee – Airfield markings and FAA certification, and airfield electrical workshop
GA Committee – Approach surfaces management and obstruction mitigation options
IT Committee – Identity and authentication management, the “digital twin”, and IT professional skills
training
Noise Abatement/Community Affairs Committee – Focus on General Aviation airport noise issues
and methods to educate and communicate with your community
Operations Committee – Tabletop exercises during Covid-19 restrictions and introduction of a UAS
program at your airport.
Training Committee – Legislative & Governmental Affairs.

Join FAC movers and shakers in Tallahassee for the FAC State Fly-In
FAC has been advocating for the issues that matter most to our state’s publicly owned and operated
airports and airport/aviation businesses since 1969. We hope you will join the FAC Board of Directors
and other key airport managers and staff to “walk-the-halls” of the State House and Senate to
promote Florida airport legislative priorities. Our power is in our numbers – and we need your voice to
help bring attention to FAC’s legislative properties. Please plan to join us – Click here for the schedule,
to register and for sponsorship opportunities.
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AROUND THE STATE

Remembering James Howes, FAC Past President
1990
James (Jim) Guerdon Howes, 75, died unexpectedly at his home in
Safety Harbor, FL on May 14th 2021.
He was born to James H. Howes and Edna Esther on November 14,
1945 in Baltimore, MD. He attended the University of Maryland with
an Air Force ROTC scholarship, graduating with a MBA. He was active
duty in the Air Force until 1972, honorably discharged as a captain.
His business career and love of flying took him to Poughkeepsie, NY,
where he served as Commissioner of Aviation for the Duchess County
Airport, He then moved to Safety Harbor, FL as director of the St. Petersburg/Clearwater International
Airport, retiring after 20 years. In 2002, Jim became the general manager of the Bermuda International
Airport.
As an adult he was a dedicated supporter and active volunteer of Boy Scouting, having received the
Silver Beaver Award. He loved to travel and flew his own plane for many years. His interests also
included scuba diving, radio broadcasting and model trains. He was a gifted musician often singing
solos for church and playing the pipe organ. He was predeceased by his father, James H. Howes. He is
survived by his mother, Edna Esther; brother Dan Howes and his wife, Diane; niece Julia Gentle and her
husband Steve and family; as well as cousins and many friends.

The Florida Scorecard - Florida has recovered 974,300 jobs since April 2020
and 42 counties have more jobs than they did pre-COVID
The September edition of Florida By the Numbers is now available with Florida's latest job numbers and
economic update. Florida is still facing a workforce crisis as we work our way back to pre-COVID
numbers. Florida has recovered 974,300 jobs since April 2020, and we are continuing to recover jobs.
June and July together showed a recovery of over 140,000 jobs, and August showed a gain of 15,500,
however business owners are facing major difficulties in finding and hiring people.
In this edition of Florida By the Numbers, Dr. Jerry Parrish discusses job loss and recovery since the
pandemic began. Florida has made significant progress with more than 974,300 jobs recovered since
April 2020. The number of Florida's jobs that are still needed to recover to pre-COVID levels is now at
294,900.
Click here to go to the Florida Scorecard…Be sure to click on the tabs at
the top of the scorecard to learn about how Florida ranks in innovation
and economic development and other important metrics.
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PBIA's inaugural flight was to New York in 1936 and other things you may
not know about the airport
Palm Beach International Airport has been around for nearly a century and has offered a convenient,
less crowded location than the busier and more hectic neighboring airports Fort LauderdaleHollywood International Airport and Miami International Airport.

Here are five other facts you probably didn't know about the airport in West Palm Beach:
1. Palm Beach International Airport used to go by a different name - Palm Beach International
Airport, or PBI, was dedicated on Dec. 19, 1936 as Morrison Field. The cost to build it was around
$175,000. It went by that name until a few years after World War II, when the Board of County
Commissioners in 1948 voted to change the name in a bid to boost tourism. The first commercial
flight from Morrison Field was an Eastern Air Lines flight to New York. The airline flew daily
between Miami and New York, making stops in West Palm Beach and 11 additional cities. The
voyage took over 13 hours and a one-way ticket cost $81.78.
2. So who is the “Morrison” in Morrison Field? - Unlike some Army officers who believed Morrison
was a decorated general, the airfield was named after Grace K. Morrison, the secretary to Palm
Beach architect Maurice Fatio. Morrison took an interest in flying
and received lessons at an airstrip built by attorney and two-time
West Palm Beach Mayor Murray D. Carmichael. She would become
the area's first “aviatrix,” a term used back then to describe a
female aviator, to fly solo on June 19, 1932. Morrison pushed for
West Palm Beach to seek federal dollars to build a larger, safer
airport. When her persistence didn’t work, she went to Washington
D.C. herself. Tragically, she never saw the fruits of her labor. Three
months before the airport opened, Morrison died in a car crash
near Titusville on her way to take her half-brother to college in Auburn.
3. The airport played a role in two wars - Morrison Field served commercial passengers for four
years before the U.S. Army Air Corps started retrofitting it for military purposes, officially activating
the site in 1941. Residents at the time recalled bombers constantly flying over Brazilian Avenue.
Some fliers took off from Morrison Field to Normandy during the D-Day Invasion. After World War
II ended, military operations slowly were transferred to Mobile, Alabama. The airport was returned
to the county's purview for commercial use
and was renamed. But in September 1951,
the airport was reactivated for military use
for the Korean War. The airport could have
Only a few left!
become a permanent Air Force base, but
Palm Beach County regained control of it in
2021 Virtual Fun Run challenge
1959. More than 45,000 airmen were trained
medals are still available for
at or flew from Morrison Field during World
purchase. Join the race now by
War II, and another 23,000 trained during
the Korean War.
clicking HERE.
Keep Reading… (other 2 facts on website)
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Southwest Florida International
Airport terminal expansion project
set to Start October 2021
The Lee County Board of Port Commissioners
authorized the construction and total budget for
the Terminal Expansion Project at Southwest
Florida International Airport (RSW) at a Board
meeting held on Sept. 21, 2021. The $331-million
project focuses on improving the airport’s
efficiency by consolidating and streamlining
security checkpoints, adding concession space and
providing passengers more amenities and options.
The RSW Terminal Expansion Project is set to
begin in October 2021 and construction is planned
for three years. The expansion is the second largest
public works project in Lee County history, only
being surpassed by the airport’s Midfield Terminal
Complex construction completed in 2005.
“Southwest Florida International Airport is the front
door to our community and supports travel, new
business and tourism in our region,” said Kevin
Ruane, chair of the Board of Port Commissioners.
“We are pleased to start this essential project that
will enhance infrastructure and manage growth
while vastly improving the passenger experience at
RSW. It will also create hundreds of jobs for our
local economy.”
Plans for the project include consolidating the
Transportation Security Administration checkpoints
into a new 16-lane configuration and providing
additional seating, concession spaces and a
business lounge. In total, more than 164,000
square feet of space will be remodeled and
117,000 square feet of new walkways and
concession space will be added to the airport
terminal. The consultant working on design and
planning of the RSW Terminal Expansion Project is
Atkins North America, Inc. The construction
manager/general contractor for the project is
Manhattan Construction (Florida).

Issue 21-10
Facility Charges (PFCs), airport revenue bonds and
Lee County Port Authority construction funds. No
ad valorem (property) taxes are used for airport
operation or construction.
The Lee County Port Authority operates Southwest
Florida International Airport (RSW) and Page Field
(FMY) in Fort Myers. RSW is an award-winning,
medium-hub airport that served nearly 6 million
passengers in 2020 and has had record-breaking
traffic this summer. For more information, please
visit www.flylcpa.com or http://www.flylcpa.com/
RSWTerminalExpansion.

AIRPORT MEMBERS … Are you interested in
hosting the 2024 55th Annual FAC Conference
and Exposition?
This is the largest event of the year for the Council
and is always well attended. The conference hosts
over 700 delegates representing airports, state and
federal agencies and aviation businesses. This event
also brings notable economic impacts to the area due
to the expenditures of participants for hotel
accommodations, dining and entertainment, and
corporate events that are planned during the week of
the conference. Occupied hotel room nights for the
four-day event are forecast at over 1,500.
An
estimate of the economic impact of our 50th Annual
Conference in July 2019, using an Economic Impact
Calculator (EIC) developed by the Destination
Marketing Association, Inc. valued the total economic
impact for the FAC event at $1.3 million.

Contact lisa@floridaairports.org if you're interested.

The project is being funded with grants from the
Florida Department of Transportation, Passenger
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AROUND THE NATION

Flying sports car reaches 1,500 reservations
(Source: AviationPros.com)

Samson Sky's Switchblade has customers in 45 countries.

Samson

Sky's flying sports car – the Switchblade – has just hit
two new milestones. The first is reaching Reservation Position
1,500. Per the company, that translates to an average of over four
reservations per week, over the last 26 months. Additionally,
Samson recently added the 45th country to their global roster of where reservation holders reside.
"We're excited to see the international interest continuing to grow. When you look at the flying car
arena, no one has even come close to our numbers," said founder and CEO Sam Bousfield. "While
demand is still highest in the U.S., where we have customers in all 50 states, Samson is making the
Switchblade available with left-drive or right-drive controls to satisfy people wherever they live."
NASA recently released a white paper indicating that Regional Air Mobility (inter-city trips of up to
500 miles) would become the next great advancement in transportation, well ahead of Urban Air
Mobility (citywide air taxi) which has a much longer development timeline. Vehicles such as the
Switchblade and the Dutch PAL-V will enable people to park their flying cars in their garage and drive
them to the nearest airport, which in the U.S. is typically within 15 minutes of where most people live.
The Switchblade vehicle transitions from road to air in roughly three minutes, after which drivers are
free to fly to the airport nearest your destination and drive the last few miles, all in the same vehicle –
shaving up to 65% off travel time.
The Switchblade flying sports car is classified as a motorcycle by the U.S. Department of
Transportation, but the Samson Sky team likes to call it a flying sports car because of its high
performance. The engine is a supercharged, lightweight 200 hp liquid-cooled 3-cylinder that is
capable of 0-60 in 6.5 seconds and a top speed of 125-plus mph. In the air it is designed to cruise at
160 mph, with a top speed of up to 190 mph and a range of 500 miles. Using Road & Track's slalom
testing parameters, the Ground Test Vehicle outperformed everything in its wheelbase per Road &
Track's historical database.

S&P projects ‘long wait’ until global air traffic rebounds
(Source: AviationNewsToday.aaae)

Airports, airlines, services companies and travelers still have a long wait until global air traffic returns to
normal, according to a new report by S&P Global Ratings.
So far, the recovery has proven to be uneven by region, and uncertainty regarding a spike in COVID-19
cases from the delta variant is clouding the industry’s prospects, the firm said. “S&P Global Ratings
believes the long-anticipated air traffic recovery may be pushed well into 2022 or later, particularly if
intercontinental travel remains subdued, vulnerable as it is to pandemic-related restrictions and sluggish
business travel,” according to the report. The resurgence of U.S. domestic air travel is likely to taper off in
the fourth quarter due to the industry’s typical seasonality, alongside an increase in COVID-19 cases that
appears to be affecting bookings, according to the report. “Nonetheless, the rebound in traffic and billions
of dollars in direct federal support have stabilized U.S. airport operators' credit profiles,” the report found.
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New software capability gets planes
rolling directly to the runway,
reducing fuel burn & taxi tme
Test phase of FAA and NASA technology saved more
than 275,000 gallons of fuel annually – equivalent to fuel
burn of 185 flights between New York and Chicago.

The

U.S. Transportation Department’s Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) and NASA
announced the completion of research and testing
on a software capability that calculates gate
pushbacks at busy hub airports so that each plane
can roll directly to the runway and to take off. The
FAA plans to deploy this capability as part of a
larger investment in surface management
technology to 27 airports. An animation of how the
software works can be viewed at https://youtu.be/
XD16pCQWYeA.

Issue 21-10
Charlotte and Dallas/Fort Worth and the Atlanta
and Washington, D.C., centers handling highaltitude en route flights. “NASA is developing
transformative technologies that will revolutionize
the aviation sector as we know it,” added NASA
Administrator Bill Nelson. “The proof is in the
pudding. This air traffic scheduling technology
enhances aircraft efficiency and improves
dependability for passengers every day. I’m excited
that the software NASA developed for air traffic
controllers and airlines will be soon rolled out at
airports across the country and know the results
will continue to be extraordinary.”
Keep Reading…

“The future of flight must be more sustainable and
environmentally friendly,” said FAA Administrator
Steve Dickson. “This new capability as part of a
flight merging system has a double benefit: It
reduces aircraft emissions and ensures air travelers
experience more on-time departures.”
The innovative capability, which will be part of the
FAA’s Terminal Flight Data Manager (TFDM)
program, was developed by NASA and tested for
nearly four years by the FAA’s NextGen group,
airlines’ airport operations, FAA radar facilities in

Interested in purchasing a 50th Anniversary
FAC Legacy Book?

Mr. Joe Taravella
3448 NE 13th Ave
Oakland Park, FL 33334
(954) 709-2540
jtaravella@avfuel.com

Click Here to get the perfect
keepsake for any Florida
Airports Council Member.
Learn about the history of
FAC and what’s in store for
the future!
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CORPORATE MEMBERS IN THE NEWS

Sheltair and Women in Aviation International inspire future generation of
aviators at Tampa International Airport
(Source: AviationPros.com)

Sheltair

Aviation, in partnership with Women in Aviation International (WAI), celebrated 2021 Girls in
Aviation Day (GIAD) to educate and empower young women about different career fields, opportunities,
and interests in the aviation industry. The event was hosted with the collaborative support of Lisa
Holland, president of Sheltair Aviation, at Sheltair TPA in Tampa International Airport on Sept. 25. Girls In
Aviation Day welcomed over 100 attendees and more than 40 volunteers.
With support from Project Manager Mariah Blackmon, WAI Tampa Bay Chapter's President Allison
Abellaneda opened the GIAD event, followed by a ceremony of the Wesley Chapel Knights Civil Air
Patrol Color Guard and a welcome from Holland. Attending guests experienced an inspiring sample of
what general aviation has to offer. The event provided the future generation of aviators a unique
opportunity to come face-to-face with aircraft and their crews. The diversified onsite display, which was
the center of attention for all attendees, included two Cessna 172, a Cessna 310, two helicopters, and the
Icon A5. In addition, TPA's Airport Rescue and Fire Fighting unit and TPA Police showcased a fire truck, a
police vehicle, and a furry member of their K9 team.
The crews, volunteers, and sponsors provided inspiring
educational activities throughout the day. Members of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
often referred to as the Hurricane Hunters, educated guests
on their integral role in meteorologic forecasting while
displaying their storm tracking technology equipment.
Sheltair and Jetex offered giveaways sparking interest in the
aviation industry, while National Aviation Academy provided
a craft table for attendees to create their custom aviation-themed jewelry. A Frontier Airlines crew from
Colorado also attended the venue, in addition to retired United Airlines captain Aya Konstantinou.
Keep Reading…

DATES TO REMEMBER
Event

Location

Date

2022 State Fly-In (In-Person)

Tallahassee, FL

Oct. 19-20, 2021

2021 FAC Education & Training Summit

Embassy Suites, Kissimmee

Oct. 27-29, 2021

CFASPP 2021-3 Meetings

Various

Oct. 10-Nov. 4, 2021

Statewide CFASPP Meeting

MCO

Dec. 8, 2021 @ 1pm

2022 FAC Annual Conference & Exposition

Orlando, FL

July 31-Aug. 3, 2022

(In Person)

Please email lisa@floridaairports.org with calendar updates.
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Business & Employment Opportunities
Employment Opportunity
Director of Enterprise Risk
Management: Tampa Intl. Airport/
Hillsborough County Aviation Authority
via ADK Consulting & Executive Search
For additional details click HERE

Employment Opportunity
Airport Manager-Rental Car
Center: Broward County Aviation Department
For additional details click HERE

Request for Proposals DOA 21-12
Airport General Engineering Consultant
Services (Local EBO Program): Palm Beach County
For additional details click HERE

Request for Bids (PB 21-14)
Request for Proposals DOA 21-11
Replacement of Central 400 Hz System: Palm
Airport Planning Consultant Services (Local EBO
Beach County
Program): Palm Beach County
For additional details click HERE
For additional details click HERE

Request for Proposals-W432
Request for Proposals-W431
Selection of Design Services for MCO Taxiways Selection of Design Services for ORL East Ramp
G&H Rehabilitation: Orlando Intl Airport
Rehabilitation: Orlando Executive Airport
For additional details click HERE
For additional details click HERE

www.floridaairports.org

Business Office

Governmental Affairs Office

5802 Hoffner Ave., Suite 708

325 John Knox Rd, Suite L103

Orlando, FL 32822

Tallahassee, FL 32303

Phone: (407) 745-4161

Phone: (407) 745-4161

admin@floridaairports.org

Fax: (850) 222-3019
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