
HIGHLIGHTS: COVID-19 Press Conference with  
Governor Ron DeSantis & Others at Orlando Health on 4/26/2020 

 
ATTENDEES:  

• David Strong, President and CEO of Orlando Health 
• Dr. Jamal Hakim, Anesthesiologist and Chief Operating Officer at Orlando Health 
• Dr. George Ralls, Emergency Medicine Physician and Chief Quality Officer of Orlando 

Health at Orlando Regional Medical Center 
• Dr. Sunil Desai, Intensivist and President of Orlando Health Medical Group as well as 

Senior Vice President of Orlando Health 
 
Governor DeSantis began the press conference with some data supporting his claims that the 
COVID-19 curve is flattening. Orange County had 116 hospitalizations on April 7th, compared to 
68 hospitalizations reported as of last night. He then went on to talk about the southeast area 
of the state, saying that over 60% of COVID-19 fatalities and hospitalizations are located in 
southeast Florida with Miami-Dade County accounting for 40% of COVID-19 cases state-wide. 
Adding that the three southeast counties also make up about 29% of the state’s population. 
 
Testing: 

• Close to 340K tested  
o 1 for every 45 Floridians in Southeast Florida has been tested 

 
Positivity Rates: 

• On April 3rd, there were 1,317 new Florida cases reported out of 11,725 tests that 
created a positivity rate between 10% - 15% 

• Yesterday, there were 823 new Florida cases reported out of 19,342 tests, which 
lowered the positivity rate down to 4.5% 

 
Drive-Through Sites: 

• 80K Floridians have been tested throughout 7 drive-through sites around the state 
 
Walk-Up Testing: 

• There are 6 sites in various parts of Florida that have tested a total of 4,700 citizens. 
• Sites are located in –  

o Broward County 
o Palm Beach County 
o Orlando  
o Jacksonville 
o Tampa 
o Miami 

 
Long-Term Care Facilities: 



DeSantis reiterated the steps the state has taken to protect nursing homes and assisted living 
facilities such as requiring staff to wear PPE, not allowing visitation, and ramping up strike 
teams/rapid response teams to help test residents and employees. 

• Total Supplies Sent to Long-Term Care Facilities from the Division of Emergency 
Management (DEM):  

o About 7M Masks 
o About 1M Gloves 
o Over 500K Face Shields 
o About 160K Gowns  

• State-by-State Comparison of Long-Term Care Facilities COVID-19 related Fatalities per 
100K:  

o New Jersey – 23 per 100K individuals 
o New York – 18 per 100K individuals 
o Massachusetts – 17.5 per 100K individuals 
o Connecticut – 10.5 per 100K individuals 
o Louisiana 10 – per 100K individuals 
o Pennsylvania – 6.6 per 100K individuals  
o Florida – 1.2 per 100 individuals 

 
Antibody Tests: 
DeSantis emphasized how helpful he believes the antibody tests will be with gathering data and 
finding treatments. He encourages those who have recovered from the virus to donate their 
blood and plasma to help with research, treatment, and other therapies. DeSantis also stated 
that he is in favor of seroprevalence studies similar to what Stanford did in Santa Clara County, 
California. 
 
Lab Capacity:  
The Department of Health (DOH) has two new contracts in place with two private labs in Florida 
in order to increase testing turnaround to 18K samples per day (test results available between 
24 - 48 hours). DOH has three public state labs that process 900 max tests per day in 
Jacksonville, Tampa, and Miami. DeSantis announced that he is ordering more PCR machines in 
order to up the number to about 10K tests processed per day in the state DOH labs. These 
machines should be up and running by May 25th to help expand testing and increase 
turnaround of results throughout the summer.  
 
Pharmacists Allowed to Test for COVID-19: 
DeSantis reiterated that he has directed the Surgeon General to allow licensed pharmacists to 
order and administer COVID-19 tests. 
 
Phone Updates: 

• Text “FLCOVID19” to 888777 
 
Discussion with Attendees: 



David Strong, President and CEO of Orlando Health said Orlando Health is working 
collaboratively with local businesses. Strong stated that their hospital has 2,400 beds and their 
normal census would be 2,100. This morning it was just 1,300. He believes their peak was 
around April 8th when they had 54 COVID-19 related patients, this morning they had just 13. As 
for patients on ventilators, their highest was 26 ventilated patients, this morning that number 
was 6. He added that their four-county region with a 2.6M population saw their highest positive 
cases on April 1st with 146 newly reported cases. Yesterday they only had 21.   
 
Dr. Sunil Desai, Intensivist and President of Orlando Health Medical Group as well as Senior Vice 
President of Orlando Health talked about his experience on the frontline. He also encourages 
those who have recovered from COVID-19 to donate blood and plasma if they can. He added 
that Floridians need to be careful about how they put their masks on, remove their masks, as 
well as store and launder them. Dr. Desai emphasized the importance of social distancing, 
proper hand washing, and not touching your face in order to help stop the spread. 
 
Dr. Jamal Hakim, Anesthesiologist and Chief Operating Officer at Orlando Health mentioned 
that 12 patients have received the plasma antibody treatments that Orlando Health started 2 
weeks ago. He went on to say that other areas of the hospital are still running as normal, adding 
that they deliver around 40 babies per day. He also went on to talk about how 250 pre-surgical 
patients and 150 pregnant patients have been tested since last Wednesday and all results came 
back negative. Dr. Hakim lastly stressed the importance of protecting vulnerable populations, 
such as seniors and those with underlying medical conditions. 
 
Dr. George Ralls, Emergency Medicine Physician and Chief Quality Officer of Orlando Health at 
Orlando Regional Medical Center discussed the consequences of putting off symptoms of 
illnesses such as strokes, seizures, and heart attacks. He emphasized the importance of 
Floridians taking care of themselves and stressed the fact that hospitals are safe, clean, and 
following all necessary protocols to keep all of their patients safe and healthy. 
 
In closing, Governor DeSantis claimed that Miami-Dade County represents almost 40% of all 
COVID-19 related cases in the state. Last night, Miami-Dade County’s ICU availability was a solid 
41%. Additionally, last night Hillsborough County only reported 35 COVID-19 related patients 
county-wide. 
 
Questions: 
During the question portion of the press conference, DeSantis told reporters that there is no set 
date for re-opening the state, he mentioned that he’d rather do it right and keep Floridians safe 
than do it too soon. 
Additionally, DeSantis said that as of Friday night, the Department of Economic Opportunity 
(DEO) has dispersed over 267K reemployment assistance payments/claims. He hopes to have a 
fresh announcement regarding this issue on Monday. 
 
*You can watch the press conference here: https://thefloridachannel.org/videos/4-26-20-
press-conference-on-coronavirus-covid-19/ 

https://thefloridachannel.org/videos/4-26-20-press-conference-on-coronavirus-covid-19/
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